


Natural, Cultural, and Agricultural Resources Subcommittee
Meeting #1 – 03-19-2026
Combined Meeting Notes

Attendees:
· Tamara Schwartz
· Marc Schwartz
· Gene Griffith
· Catherine Huston
· Maria Hanson
· Charles Adams
· Michael A. Gault
· Bree Anne Clowdus
· Lily Rolader
· Tim Mosby
· Nicolle Fenstra
· Brandi Whitney
· John Whitney
· Tristan Hendrix
· Herb Brown
· Gigi Haskell
· Allison Duncan
· Will Duncan
· Chip Denton
· Norma Lewis
· Jonathan Cunningham
· Wendy Maguire
· Joe Harper
· Merlon Harper
· Tom Swanston
· Marie Nygren

The Natural, Cultural, Arts, and Agricultural Resources subcommittee met to discuss Chattahoochee Hills’ natural and cultural resources and how they can be leveraged, as well as potential for additional art and cultural offerings, agricultural uses, and parks or civic spaces.
The subcommittee was provided with maps of existing and planned trails and points of interest in Chattahoochee Hills, including farms, community centers, and other cultural and community resources.
A summary and key takeaways from the subcommittee conversations follows.

Participants were asked to identify natural, cultural, and agricultural assets of Chattahoochee Hills, and they gave the following answers:
· Parks
· Access to water
· Trails
· Viewsheds
· Wildlife corridors
· Citizen engagement
Participants were asked to identify ways to leverage these identified assets, and they gave the following answers:
· Strive for a balanced approach that supports tourism and visitation without overwhelming the community. 
· Expand the number and variety of community events. 
· Activate new parks beyond ribbon cuttings by hosting regular events, while recognizing that parking may be a constraint. 
· Partner with the visitor’s bureau to promote and incentivize agritourism through targeted marketing and outreach.
Participants were asked to pinpoint concerns related to natural, cultural, and agricultural resources, and they gave the following answers:
· Concerns about river cleanliness—whether real or perceived—are limiting public use and enjoyment. 
· Extension of sewer infrastructure into the middle of the city is viewed as a potential driver of unwanted or premature development. 
· Agribusinesses face challenges, including potential liability concerns and a lack of sufficient promotion and support.
Participants were asked about community desires and opportunities, and they gave the following answers:
· Participants expressed interest in enhancing amenities at parks and boat ramps. 
· There was a desire for unique placemaking elements, such as public art installations or thematic features (e.g., sculptures or community-wide art concepts). 
· Interest was noted in developing arts and agriculture-based tours, as well as expanding agritourism opportunities. 
· Participants emphasized the importance of maintaining the community’s uniqueness and rural character. 
· There was a need for more designated public spaces for civic gathering, noting that few areas are currently zoned for such uses. 
· Support was expressed for “smart” or context-sensitive development approaches. 
· Protecting farmland was identified as a priority, including: 
· Defining the percentage of land currently preserved through permanent conservation easements within the Comprehensive Plan 
· Conducting a farmland assessment 
· Participants expressed interest in improving connectivity, including linking existing trails and adding bike lanes. 

Participants were asked about what makes Chattahoochee Hills’ unique, and they gave the following answers:
· Rural in nature 
· Largely free from sprawl 
· Green and environmentally focused 
· Offering a simple lifestyle with access to desired amenities 
· Defined in part by features such as gravel roads 

Participants were asked about placemaking in Chattahoochee Hills, and what lets them know they’re in the city. They gave the following answers:
· Wooden welcome signs 
· Wayfinding signage 
· Farm-related signage and visual cues 

Participants were asked about which areas were priorities for preservation, and they gave the following answers:
· The cow pasture along Rico Road 
· Hutchenson's Ferry 
· Cochran Mill Park 
· Historic homes and mill sites


Key Takeaways
Participants expressed a strong appreciation for the community’s natural, cultural, and agricultural assets, emphasizing the importance of preserving its rural character while thoughtfully leveraging these resources for community benefit. A consistent theme was the need to strike a careful balance between promoting tourism, particularly agritourism and community events, and avoiding overdevelopment that could compromise the area’s identity. Participants highlighted opportunities to better activate existing parks and public spaces, improve connectivity through trails and bike infrastructure, and enhance placemaking through signage and public art. At the same time, concerns were raised about infrastructure expansion, environmental conditions, and barriers facing agribusinesses. Overall, there was a clear desire for intentional, “smart” growth that protects farmland, strengthens community identity, and ensures long-term sustainability.

Future subcommittee meetings will follow-up on opportunities for agriculture, farming, and agribusinesses, including potential city support or changes to city policies.



